
Is Public Education Missing Anything?

view



Lesson Objectives:

Talking about education in western history
Discussing how education provides a model of reality

model (noun) an example for imitation or emulation.
'his written addresses are models of clearness, logical order, and style' — A. B. Noble, 1
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A great deal of human energy is focused upon achieving an "education".

Does public education for the commons differ from the 
education of our ancestors?
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commons (noun, historical) The common people regarded as a part of a political system, especially 

in Britain.

‘the state was divided into clergy, nobility, and commons’, 2 

ancestor (noun) A person, typically one more remote than a grandparent, from whom one is 

descended.

‘he could trace his ancestors back to James the First’, 3 



Who provided your public education?
(elementary school, junior high school, senior high school, university)

to provide(verb) Make available for use; supply.
‘provide uniforms for the team’ ,4
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"Intelligence starts with nature, 
is assisted by practice, 
is dulled by excess of toil, 
and is sharpened by controlled exercise." 

- John of Salisbury, The Metalogicon, 5

START
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control of; education > minds > countries
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For thousands of years there was a policy of 
organizing the people of India into castes. 
Marriage was encouraged within these categories 
and discouraged outside of them.
There were priests, administrators and warriors, 
craftsmen and merchants, as well as labourers. 
Outside of these castes were tribal peoples and 
untouchables., 6



"The solo question-and-answer feature of human cognition is the crucial stage of physiological and 
psychological development which those who would arrange the societies of the world into castes -
workers, soldiers, administrative drones, and so-called nobility - are trying desperately to arrest." 

- Gene Odening, 7
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During the Napoleonic Wars in Europe, 

Napoleon[France] defeated the Prussian 

army[Germany] at what is known as          

"The Disaster at Jena" in 1806.

This was described by the German 

philosopher Hegel as "The End Of 

History". 

Up until this moment in history, students 

of the "Prussian education system" 

received a classical liberal education.

After this point in history public education 

was redirected by men like Fichte, 

towards control of citizens and 

maintaining the modern nation state., 8

Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762 – 1814)
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education (noun) The process of receiving or giving 
systematic instruction, especially at a school or 
university.
‘a course of education’, 9
public (adjective) Of, or concerning the people as a 
whole. Opposite of private.
‘public concern’, 10

https://youtu.be/odPUHTJO8to?t=458



What happened in 1806?

Who defeated the Prussian army?
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“Fichte laid it down that education should aim at 
destroying free will, so that, after 
pupils[students] have left school, they shall be 
incapable, throughout the rest of their lives, of 
thinking or acting otherwise than as their 
schoolmasters[teachers] would have wished."

- Bertrand Russell, The Impact of Science on 
Society: Chapter III “Scientific Technique in an 
Oligarchy”, 11

"21st century primary and secondary education 
in Germany and beyond, still embodies the 
legacy of the Prussian education system."

- infogalactic.com, 12

Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762 – 1814)
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student (noun) one who studies : 
an attentive and systematic observer.
'a student of grammar', 13
oligarchy (noun) A small group of people 
having control of a country or organization.
‘the ruling oligarchy of military men around 
the president’, 14



"We say these books contain a liberal
education, 

and that everyone ought/try to get one. 

You say that you have either had one or 
that you're not bright enough to get one,     
or you do not need one. 

You cannot have had one. 

If you're an American under the age of 90 
you have acquired in the educational 
system only the faintest glimmerings of the 
beginning of a liberal education. 

Liberal Education
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liberty (noun) the quality or state of being 

free; the power of choice. Middle English, 

from Anglo-French, from Latin liberalis; 

suitable for a freeman, generous from liber 

free; perhaps akin to Old English lēodan to 

grow  Greek eleutheros free, 16

Origin Middle English via Old French from 

Latin liberalis, from liber ‘free (man)’. 

The original sense was ‘suitable for a free 

man’, hence ‘suitable for a gentleman’ (one 

not tied to a trade) surviving in liberal arts. 

Another early sense ‘generous’ compare 

with liberal (sense 4 of the adjective) gave 

rise to an obsolete meaning ‘free from 

restraint’, leading to liberal (sense 1 of the 

adjective) (late 18th century), 17
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Ask yourself what great books you read 
while you were in school, college or 
university. 

Ask yourself whether you and your 
teachers saw these books as a great 
conversation among the finest minds of 
western history and whether you have 
obtained an understanding of the tradition 
in which you live. 

Ask yourself whether you've mastered the 
liberal arts. 

I'm willing to wager that if you've read any 
great books at all, you've read very few. 

That you read one without reference to the 
others, in separate courses and for that part 
you mostly read only excerpts from them." 

- Dr. Robert Maynard Hutchins, A Letter to 
the Reader, 

Encyclopedia Britannica, 1953, 15



"The reason that they don't want to give 

the liberal education to everybody is 

because they only want certain people to 

use it. 

And those certain people who use it are 

supposed to use it to make money in the 

way that the system, and status quo is set 

up." 

- Richard Grove, tragedyandhope.com, 18

caste system > Fichte > western education > 

English/Canadian/American/South 
African/Australian education
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"There is no politics without conspiracy. 

The question is simply, 

who is conspiring to do what?" 

- Erica Lagalisse, Occult Features of 

Anarchism,19

"Literacy is a form of slavery until a 

systematic form of critical thinking is 

practiced." 

- Richard Grove, tragedyandhope.com, 20



1) CONFUSION

2) CLASS POSITION

3) INDIFFERENCE

4) EMOTIONAL DEPENDENCY

5) INTELLECTUAL DEPENDENCY

6) PROVISIONAL (OR CONDITIONAL) SELF-
ESTEEM

7) ONE CANNOT HIDE (SURVEILLANCE)

- John Taylor Gatto (1935 - 2018), Dumbing Us 
Down: The Hidden Curriculum of Compulsory 

Schooling, 21

7 Things He Really Teaches
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to teach (verb) to accustom to some 
action or attitude
'teach students to think for themselves', 
22



"What use is it to pile task on task and 

prolong the days of labour, if at the close 

the chief object is left unattained? 

It is not the fault of the teachers—they 

work only too hard already. 

The combined folly of a civilization that 

has forgotten its own roots is forcing them 

to shore up the tottering weight of an 

educational structure that is built upon 

sand. 

The Lost Tools of Learning
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http://www.triviumeducation.com/



"They are doing for their pupils the work 

which the pupils themselves ought to do. 

For the sole true end of education is 

simply this:     to teach men how to learn 

for themselves; 

and whatever instruction fails to do this                   

is effort spent in vain."

- Dorothy Leigh Sayers (1893-1957), 

The Lost Tools of Learning, 23

The Lost Tools of Learning

Is Public Education Missing Anything?

http://www.triviumeducation.com/



Grammar; input

-words are neither true nor false

-words put together can be studied

-systematic gathering of raw data into a body of 
knowledge which, when complete, forms a study 
on a subject

Logic; process

-seeking truth

-a compass, an organization, an instrument of 
truth

-a method of bringing full and intimate 
understanding to that body of knowledge by 
systematically eliminating all contradictions 
within it (seeking reality)

The TRIVIUM; Grammar, Logic, Rhetoric
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reality (noun) The state of things as they 
actually exist.
‘she refuses to face reality’, 24



Rhetoric;  output

-expression of truth

-validated thoughts

-when shared = wisdom

-the communication to others of the use of 
Knowledge and Understanding in the real world

The TRIVIUM; Grammar, Logic, Rhetoric
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"In other words,  through the process of learning 

how to learn, 

he learns how to critically and creatively think.. for 

himself."

- Richard Grove, tragedyandhope.com,  25



"Wisdom without the power of expression is 

feeble and maimed. 

Speechless wisdom may sometimes increase 

one's personal satisfaction but it rarely and 

only slightly contributes to the welfare of 

human society.  

Reason, the guardian of knowledge as well 

as of virtue, frequently conceives from speech 

and by the same means bears more 

abundant and richer fruit.  

Reason would remain utterly barren or at 

least would fail to yield a plenteous harvest if 

the faculty of speech did not bring to light its 

feeble conceptions and communicate the 

perceptions of a prudent exercise of the 

human mind.

A 12
th

-Century Defense of the Verbal and 
Logical Arts of the Trivium
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A 12
th

-Century Defense of the Verbal and 
Logical Arts of the Trivium
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Indeed it is in this delightful and fruitful 

copulation of reason and speech which 

has given birth to so many outstanding 

cities, has made friends and allies of so 

many kingdoms and has unified and knit 

together the bonds of love in so many 

peoples. 

Whoever has tried to thrust asunder 

whatever God has joined together for the 

common good should rightly be adjudged 

a public enemy." 

- John of Salisbury, The Metalogicon



"God did not create good and evil 

for those are concepts of man.

Rather He created reality and unreality.

Reality is everything the Supreme Being creates.

Unreality is everything man creates in his own 

mind." 

- Dr. Ingman via Gene Odening, 27
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to create (verb) Bring (something) 
into existence.
‘he created a recipe’, 28

https://evolveconsciousness.org/solipsism/



Were you taught how to learn?
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If it pleases you, complete the sentences using the vocabulary words from this lesson:
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1. How does ______________ education today, differ from the education of our ancestors?

2. A concentration of power in an _______________ usually parallels a concentration of wealth.

3. Should they be taught how to create a _________________ of reality for themselves?

4. As our _____________ before us, we all have a spiritual responsibility to each other.

5. Historically the nation state has been divided into priests, nobles and ______________ .

6. Public _________________ has been directed to control citizens and maintain the modern 
nation states.

E-TALKING
BEST  FOR YOU
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model / education / public / ancestors /  oligarchy / 
commons



7. In the past, __________ were provided with a liberal education.

8. ".. __________ men how to learn for themselves.." 
- Dorothy Leigh Sayers, one of the first women to study at Oxford University

9. Are students today ______________ with a complete model of reality?

10. "_________ is everything the Supreme Being creates."  - Dr. Ingman via Gene Odening

11. "Unreality is everything man __________ in his own mind."  - Dr. Ingman via Gene 
Odening

12. "Give me ___________, or give me death!"  - Patrick Henry, 1775, 29

E-TALKING
BEST  FOR YOU
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provided / reality / students / liberty / teach / creates



1.model(noun) an example for imitation or emulation.

'his written addresses are models of clearness, logical order, and style' — A. B. Noble

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/model

2.commons(noun, historical) The common people regarded as a part of a political system, especially in Britain.

‘the state was divided into clergy, nobility, and commons’ 

3.ancestor(noun) A person, typically one more remote than a grandparent, from whom one is descended.

‘he could trace his ancestors back to James the First’ 

4.to provide(verb) Make available for use; supply.

‘provide uniforms for the team’ https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/provide

5. - John of Salisbury,The Metalogicon: A 12th-Century Defense of the Verbal and Logical Arts of the Trivium, 1159  (ML: 148) https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/john-salisbury

6. - https://rufong.wordpress.com/2019/07/01/is-public-education-missing-anything/

7. - Gene Odening, Gene's Summary for Children and Parents, 2009

8. - https://rufong.wordpress.com/2019/07/01/is-public-education-missing-anything/

9.education (noun) The process of receiving or giving systematic instruction, especially at a school or university.

‘a course of education’ https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/education

10.public(adjective) Of or concerning the people as a whole. Opposite of private.

‘public concern’ https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/public

11.- Bertrand Russell, The Impact of Science on Society: Chapter III “Scientific Technique in an Oligarchy”,  original edition 1953, pg.50

12.- https://infogalactic.com/info/Prussian_education_system

13.student(noun) one who studies : an attentive and systematic observer.

'a student of grammar' https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/student

14.oligarchy (noun) A small group of people having control of a country or organization.

‘the ruling oligarchy of military men around the president’ https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/oligarchy

15.- Dr. Robert Maynard Hutchins, A Letter to the Reader, Encyclopedia Britannica, vol.1/54 pg.74, 1953-54, elite edition

16.liberty (noun) the quality or state of being free; the power of choice 

Middle English, from Anglo-French, from Latin liberalis; suitable for a freeman, generous

from liber free; perhaps akin to Old English lēodan to grow

Greek eleutheros free https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/liberty

17.     Origin 

Middle English via Old French from Latin liberalis, from liber ‘free (man)’. 

The original sense was ‘suitable for a free man’, hence ‘suitable for a gentleman’ (one not tied to a trade)

surviving in liberal arts. Another early sense ‘generous’ (compare with liberal (sense 4 of the adjective)) 

gave rise to an obsolete meaning ‘free from restraint’, leading to liberal (sense 1 of the adjective) 

(late 18th century). https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/liberal

18.- Richard Grove, tragedyandhope.com, The Peace Revolution Podcast episode 001 1:37:47, 17th December 200

19.- Erica Lagalisse, Occult Features of Anarchism: with attention to the conspiracy of kings and the conspiracy of the peoples, 

Department of Anthropology McGill University Montreal, December 2016

20.- Richard Grove, tragedyandhope.com, The Peace Revolution Podcast episode 23

21.- John Taylor Gatto, Dumbing Us Down: The Hidden Curriculum of Compulsory Schooling, New Society Publishers, 2017

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQiW_l848t8&t=502s

22.to teach (verb) to accustom to some action or attitude

'teach students to think for themselves' https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/teach

23.- Dorothy Leigh Sayers (1893-1957), The Lost Tools of Learning, Address to Oxford, Witham Essex, 1947 https://gbt.org/text/sayers.html

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSeF5Csnm0H1drr0ZzZO4eA {Great Books Gateways, Fritz Hinrichs}

24.reality(noun) The state of things as they actually exist.

‘she refuses to face reality’ https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/reality

25.- Richard Grove, tragedyandhope.com, Trivium Method of Critical Thinking, pg.1 para.5, https://tragedyandhope.com/trivium/

26.- John of Salisbury,The Metalogicon: A Twelfth-Century Defense of the Verbal and Logical Arts of the Trivium, 1159, D.D. McGarry, University of California Press, 1955

27.- Dr. Ingman via Gene Odening

28.to create (verb) Bring (something) into existence.

‘he created a recipe’ https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/create

29.- Patrick Henry, speech to the Second Virginia Convention, St. John's Church in Richmond, Virginia, 23 March 1775

Sources



Thank you !
See you tomorrow

"Depression, I realized, is itself a form of grief—for all the connections we need, but don’t have."

- Johann Hari, Lost Connections: Uncovering the real causes of depression - and the unexpected solutions, Bloomsbury USA (Jan. 23 2018)


